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BOROUGH  OF  YEOVIL. 


Mayor : 

COUNCILLOR  WILLIAM  SIDNEY  VOSPER. 

Deputy  Mayor: 

ALDERMAN  F.  BEEL. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE: 

Alderman  W.  J.  C.  PITTARD  (Chairman) 

Councillor  B.  DENING  (Vice-Chairman) 

THE  MAYOR. 

Councillor  J.  W.  HOLMES.  Councillor  W.  J.  ENGLISH. 

Councillor  H.  J.  PERRIS.  Councillor  D.  SEATON, 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  COMMITTEE: 

Dr.  H.  A.  R.  E.  UNWIN  (Chairman) 

Councillor  H.  D.  BROOKS  (Vice-Chairman) 


THE  MAYOR. 


Alderman  F.  BEEL. 
Councillor  J.  R.  PITHER. 
Councillor  F.  SHORNEY. 
Mrs.  BELL. 


Councillor  T.  MEREDITH. 
Councillor  A.  L.  EWENS. 
Councillor  W.  J.  ENGLISH. 
Mrs.  WALTERS. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer: 
MARY  E.  HAGUE,  M.B..  C.H.B.,  D.P.H.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
Assistant  School  Medical  Officer: 

ERNST  STEINER,  M.D.  (Vienna). 


Dental  Surgeon  ...  ...  R.  L.  ROYAL,  L.D.S.,  R.D.S,  (Eng.) 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  ...  C.  G.  H.  RICE,  M.S.I.A.,  Cert.  R.S.I  , 

S.I.J.B.,  Cert.  R.S.I.  Meat  and  Food., 
A.  Inst.  S.P. 


Sanitary  Inspector  ...  ...  G.  E.  ROADHOUSE, 

Cert.  R.S.I.,  S.I.J.B.,  Cert.  R.S.I. 
Meat  and  other  Foods,  A. R.S.I. 

Health  Visitors  ...  ...  E.  WHITEHOUSE, 

M.  GOLDSMITH, 

M.  BULLOCK. 

Midwives  ...  ...  ...  E.  ASHTON, 

W.  HANCOCK, 

H.  KNOWLES’ 

E.  PRITCHARD. 


Clerk  to  M.O.H. 


DELSIE  E.  CANE. 


*DAVID  S.  CLARK,  M.O.H.  on  Active  Service, 
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the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the 

Public  Jiealth  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual 
Report  for  the  Year  1945. 

The  health  of  the  population  of  Yeovil  as  a  whole 
has  been  good,  with  no  major  outbreaks  of  infection. 
Measles  was  the  chief  cause  of  illness  in  Children,  but 
apart  from  this  the  number  of  cases  of  communicable 
diseases  was  very  low. 

The  birth  rate  is  still  high,  but  slightly  lower 
than  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  illegitimate  birth 
rate  remains  about  the  same,  and  so  does  the  death  rate. 

There  is  still  much  overcrowding  in  the  town. 
I  have  found  a  great  number  of  young  couples  with 
children,  who  are  desperately  anxious  to  set  up  home  on 
their  own,  as  the  difficulties  of  coping  with  families  in 
other  peoples  houses,  either  relatives  or  strangers,  leads 
to  much  friction  and  domestic  unhappiness. 

As  this  is  probably  the  last  Annual  Report  I  shall 
present,  I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  all 
the  help  and  support  I  have  received  from  the  Chairman 
and  members  of  my  Committees.  I  thank  them  for  making 
my  work  both  interesting  and  enjoyable. 

I  also  thank  my  own  staff  and  the  officers  of 
the  other  departments  for  their  help  and  co-operation 
during  the  the  time  I  have  been  here. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


MARY  E.  HAGUE. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  SUMMARY. 


Area 

Rainfall  ... 
Rainy  Days 
Population 


2,256  Acres. 
31.35  inches. 
149. 

...  21,890. 


Live  Births. 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Males. 

205 

25 


Females. 

178 
-  18 


Total 

383 

43 


426 


Stillbirths  ...  14 

Birthrate  per  1,000  population 
Illegitimate  births 
Deaths.  Males. 

112 


..  19.4 

..  10.09%  of  live  births 
Females.  Total. 

130  242 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  11.05 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  53.9 

Phthsis  Death  Rate  per  1,000  .6 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in 

consequence  of  childbirth.  ...  ...  1 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


THE  BIRTH  RATE 


1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

13.7 

14.3 

15.8 

18.1 

19.7 

21.7 

19.4 

The  folio  wing  tables  show  the  causes  of  death  and  the 
sex  distribution. 

The  primary  cause  of  death  was  heart  disease  (53) 
with  Cancer  second  (27). 

There  were  103  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  70 
years  of  age. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

1945 

MALES 

FEMALES 

. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

•  •  • 

Cerebral  Spinal  Fever  ... 

•  •  a 

•  •  • 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

... 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

•  •  * 

Diphtheria 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

9 

5 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

*  ♦  • 

*  •  • 

Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  ...  • 

1 

1 

Influenza  ... 

1 

•  •  • 

Measles  ... 

«  •  • 

•  • « 

Poliomyelitis 

•  •  • 

•  • » 

Encephalitis 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Cancer 

7 

20 

Diabetes  ... 

1 

1 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

10 

12 

Heart  Disease 

25 

28 

Other  Diseases  of  circulatory  system 

8 

11 

Bronchitis 

10 

9 

Pneumonia 

1 

5 

Other  respiratory  Diseases 

5 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea 

1 

Appendicitis 

•  •  ■ 

•  •  • 

Other  digestive  diseases 

5 

7 

Nephritis  ... 

4 

1 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

•  •  • 

1 

Other  maternal  causes  ... 

•  •  • 

... 

Premature  Births 

3 

3 

Congenital  causes 

6 

3 

Suicide 

•  •  • 

2 

Road  traffic 

1 

1 

Other  violence  ... 

1 

3 

All  other  causes 

11 

14 

TOTAL  DEATHS 

112 

130 

Death  of  Infants  under  1  year.  Total  ...  23 

Legitimate  21 
Illegitimate  2 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 
Causes  of  Death. 


Prematurity  ...  9 

Congenital  ...  5 

Pneumonia  ^  Bronchitis  3 

Gastric  Enteritis  ...  1 

Pyloric  Stenosis  ...  2 

Accident  ...  1 

Convulsions  ...  1 

Peritonitis  ...  1 


23 


Age  of  Death. 

Under  24  hours.  Under  1  Week. 

10  3 


1  Month  or  under.  Under  1  Year 


4 
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Causes  of  Death  under  24  hours  were : 


Prematurity  ...  7 

Congenital  causes  ...  3 

Causes  of  Death  under  1  week. 

Convulsions  ...  1 

Prematurity  ...  1 

Congenital  ...  1 

Causes  of  Death  1  month  or  under. 

Pyloric  Stenosis  ...  2 

Pneumonia  ...  1 

Prematurity  ...  1 

Causes  of  Death  over  1  month  and  under  1  year. 

Pneumonia  ...  1 

Congenital  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  1 

Peritonitis  ...  1 

Accident  ...  1 

Gastric  Enteritis  ...  1 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  details  of  Infectious 
Diseases  notified  during  the  year,  and  the  number  of  cases 
admitted  to  South  Petherton  Isolation  Hospital. 


1 

Cases  admitted  to  | 

DISEASE. 

Cases  Notified 

South  Petherton 
Isolation  Hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

3 

Diphtheria 

- — - 

— 

1  Measles 

167 

— 

[  Rubella 

— 

— 

!  Pneumonia 

13 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

18 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

6 

4  j 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

1 

1 

Admitted  to  Yeovil  ^  District  Hospital. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  1 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred 
during  the  year.  Immunisation  of  infants  and  school  children 
was  continued  throughout  the  year  at  the  Public  Health  Clinic. 
Approximately  94%  of  the  children  attending  the  nine  schools 
under  the  Local  Education  Authority  are  immunised. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

Notifications  ...  24  ...  7 

Deaths  ...  1.3  ...  — 

Death  rate  of  respiratory  Tuberculosis  per  1,000  population 
is  .6  This  remains  the  same  rate  as  for  the  previous 
year. 
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SCABIES. 

During  the  year  153  cases  in  60  families  were  known  to 
have  occurred.  This  number  is  considerably  less  than  for  several 
years  previously.  The  majority  of  these  cases  were  treated  at 
the  Public  Health  Clinic. 

When  a  child  is  discovered  to  have  Scabies  or  if  a 
doctor  sends  a  patient  to  the  Clinic  for  the  treatment  of  Scabies, 
a  letter  is  sent  to  the  head  of  the  family  (under  the  Scabies 
Order,  1939),  informing  him  or  her  that  all  members  of  the 
Household,  including  lodgers,  must  present  themselves  for 
examination.  Generally,  all  contacts  are  seen  before  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  original  case  is  begun. 


HEAD  LICE. 

There  has  been  a  very  happy  decline  in  the  number  of 
children  who  are  infested  with  head  lice.  The  figures  show  a 
drop  of  approximately  50%. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  number  of  beds  in  the  Maternity  Home  continues 
to  be  hopelessly  inadequate  for  the  population.  The  home  is 
booked  months  ahead  and  a  similar  condition  prevails  in  alh  the 
other  maternity  homes  in  the  county.  I  should  like  to  thank  the 
County  Medical  Department  for  finding  beds  for  our  patients 
whenever  it  has  been  possible  to  do  so. 

The  provision  of  new  houses  would  solve  some  of  the 
difficulty  as  more  mothers  would  be  able  to  have  their  confine¬ 
ments  at  home.  The  lack  of  home  helps  however,  is  still  as 
great  as  ever. 

Miss  Flemon  retired  from  the  Maternity  Home  after  19 
years  of  wholehearted  service  to  this  home. 

Her  place  has  been  taken  by  Miss  Sharpe* 
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INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

The  number  of  foster-children  on  the  register  was  3, 
and  the  number  of  registered  foster-mothers  3. 

Visits  are  paid  regularly  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  see 
that  the  children  are  well  cared  for. 

Visits  were  made  to  the  schools  in  tlic  town  where 
children  under  9  years  of  age  are  boarded. 


WAR-TIME  NURSERIES. 

The  Nurseries  were  well  attended  and  the  average 
daily  attendance  was  as  follows : 

GRASS  ROYAL  DAY  NURSERY  ...  34 

SUMMERLEAZE  PARK  DAY  NURSERY  35 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 

This  was  well  attended  during  the  year.  There  was 
again  an  increase  in  the  number  of  women  attending  Ante-Natal 
and  Post  Natal  Clinics,  and  more  of  them  have  taken  advantage 
of  the  scheme  whereby  they  caii  obtain  dental  treatment  and 
dentures  at  reduced  cost. 


Ante-Natal  visits 

279 

Mothers  attending  for  advice 

211 

Infants  first  visits 

560 

Attendances  of  children  at  Clinic 

4714 

Home  Visits  by  Health  Visitors. 

Infants. 

Primary  visits  ... 

364 

Subsequent  visits 

2506 

Visits  to  children  1  to  5  years 

...  '  3287 

MARY  E.  HAGUE, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


REPORT  . 

OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the  Year  1945. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

I  present  herewith  my  report  for  the  year  1945.  In 
October  last,  Mr.  G.  E.  Roadhouse  of  Nuneaton  was  appointed 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  in  place  of  Mr.  W.  E.  Jones,  who 
took  up  a  fresh  appointment  with  the  Amersham  R.D.C. 

NUISANCES. 

Complaints  received  during  the  year,  have  been  given 
careful  attention,  and  every  effort  made  to  abate  any  nuisances 
found.  At  times  there  was  considerable  delay  in  getting  work 
done  because  of  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  building  materials,  and 
the  necessary  labour. 

HOUSING. 

OVERCROWDING. 

The  position  remains  little  changed  since  last  year. 
There  is  still  a  large  amount  of  overcrowding,  and  living  under 
unsatisfactory  conditions.  The  number  of  applicants  alone  for 
Council  Houses  is  still  very  large,  and  it  is  difficult  to  foresee 
any  appreciable  improvement  in  the  position  for  some  time  to  come 

FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

The  general  standard  of  fitness  is  still  far  below  the 
desirable  level-  Here  again,  priority  having  been,  very  properly, 
given  to  the  construction  of  new  houses,  no  large  scale  moves 
for  the  improvement  of  the  existing  accommodation  have  been 
undertaken. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  Controlled  Slaughter  Houses  in 
Yeovil  still  continue  to  function,  although  alternative  premises  for 
the  same  purpose  have  been  acquired  by  the  Ministry,  but  are  not 
yet  in  use.  As  always,  a  careful  inspection  of  all  home  killed, 
and  other  meat,  was  carried  out  during  the  year,  and  all  the 
premises  have  been  kept  going  in  a  reasonably  satisfactory 
manner,  especially  with  regard  to  the  general  cleanliness  thereof. 
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Comparitive  figures  of  killings  for  the  years  1941  to  1945 
inclusive,  a*re  shown  below  : 


Bullocks 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

1941 

3126 

10313 

10902 

1890 

1942' 

2767 

15797 

3344 

3111 

1943 

3083 

10206 

463 

2539 

1944 

3338 

11649 

372 

2773 

1945 

2761 

8167 

604 

2373 

The  following  is  a  brief  statement  of  carcase  meat  con¬ 
demned  during  the  year. 


Total 

Number 

Condemned 

Number  affected  with 

Percentage  num¬ 
ber  of  carcases 
condemned. 

Gen:  T.B.  *£) 
T.B.  with 
emaciation 

Other 

Diseases 

Bullocks  ... 

81 

77 

4 

2.93 

Sheep 

21 

— 

21 

.25 

Pigs 

13 

10 

3 

2.15 

Calves 

10 

3 

7 

1  ' 

i 

DISEASED,  UNSOUND  AND  INJURED 

MEAT  CONDEMNED. 

Beef.  2  tons  1  cwt.  1  qr.  2  lbs. 

3  cwt.  1  qr.  19  lbs. 


Mutton. 

Pork. 

Veal. 


4  cwt.  2  qrs.  21  lbs. 

8  lbs. 


F®D  INSPECTION. 
UNSOUND  FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED. 


Salt. 

Skate. 

Biscuit. 
Fierring  Melt. 
Marmalade. 
Turkey. 


9  bars, 
stone. 
15  lbs. 
10  stone. 
9  Jars. 

m  lbs. 
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CANNED  FOODS  CONDEMNED- 


Milk  ■ —  evaporatexl  346  tins 

Meat  —  various  969  ,, 

Fish  —  various  3038  ,, 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  984  ,, 


Total  5337  tins 

SALVAGE  RETURNS. 


The  amount  of  salvage  material  collected  and  sold  during 
the  war  period  from  October,  1944,  and  up  to  the  end  of  the 
year  under  review  are  given  below. _ 


Material 

Weight 

Value 

Tons 

Cwts. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Paper 

1312 

15.75 

7172 

5 

4 

Terrous  Metal  ... 

582 

10.375 

742 

13 

2 

Non-ferrous  Metal 

2 

13.125 

58 

12 

8 

Rags 

20 

7.125 

374 

18 

1 

Rubber  ...  *  ... 

11 

14.75 

18 

13 

6 

Bones 

54 

— 

219 

7 

11 

Kitchen  Waste  ... 

2447 

18 

5099 

6 

3 

Miscellaneous  Materials 

4 

18.75 

31 

11 

0 

Totals 

4436 

17.875 

13717 

7 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  following  disinfections  were  carried  out  in  connection 
with  the  above. 


Scarlet  Fever 

12 

Tuberculosis 

67 

Vermin 

21 

Scabies 

10 

Cancer 

11 

Measles 

4 

Steam  Disinfections 

46 

Library  Books 

52 

Miscellaneous 

10 

VERMIN  INFESTATIONS. 

The  following  infestations  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 
Private  Houses.  Council  Houses. 

Bugs  8  4 

Fleas  7  1 

Beetles  1  — 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 
AND  INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  visits,  etc.,  made  in 
connection  with  the  above. 


Total  No.  of  Visits. 

Premises  found 

Premises 

Premises 

clear  of  rodents. 

baited. 

gassed. 

201 

104 

82 

8 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

The  following  are  particulars  from  the  register. 

Cow  keepers  14 

Producer  retailers  8 

Distributors  only  12 

GRADED  MILK  PRODUCERS  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 
Tuberculin  Tested  2 

Accredited  3 

Pasteurised.  2 


SAMPLES  TAKEN. 

During  the  year,  61  samples  were  submitted  for  bacter¬ 
iological  examination  and  of  that  total  50  were  reported  as 
satisfactory. 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

The  number  of  inspections  made,  together  with  the  results 
are  given  in  the  following  tables. 

PARTICULARS  OF  INSPECTIONS. 


Nuisances  60 

„  re-inspections  161 

Visits  re  housing  defects  135 

Complaints  110 

Drainage  48 

Slaughterhouses  784 

Butchers  shops  34 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  58 

Bakehouses  32 

Complaints  re  rats  and  mice  29 

Infectious  disease  14 

Smoke  Nuisance  25 

Food  inspection  79 


HOUSES  AND  PREMISES. 

Houses  repaired.  6 

Amended  vf^ntilation  to  rooms  1 

Dampness  remedied  4 

Floors  repaired  9 

Roofs  repaired  9 

Yards  repaired  1 

New  floors  4 

Walls  repaired  14 

Windows  provided  12 

Ceilings  repaired  2 

Accumulation  removed  6 

Rooms  cleaned  7 

Water  supply  pipes  repaired  3 

W.C.  pans  cleaned  2 

Cesspools  cleared  2 
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HOUSE  DRAINAGE  AND  SANITARY 
ACCOMMODATION. 


New  drainage  to  existing  premises  5 

Interceptors  fixed  0 

Inspection  chambers  built  17 

Gullies  provided  21 

Vent,  shafts  fixed  3 

Alterations  and  repairs  to  existing  drainage  18 
New  W.C.’s  built  5 

Flushing  apparatus  provided  9 

Defective  traps  removed  2 

W.C.  pans  provided  4 

Drains  tested  -  32 

Choked  drains  cleared  14 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 


^  The  following  improvements  have  been  carried  out  at 
premises  under  the  above  Act. 

Additional  Sanitary  accommodation 


provided  '  4 

Urinal  Stalls  provided  2 

Improvements  to  existing  Sanitary 

accommodation  1 

Wash  Hand  Basins  provided  6 


In  conclusion  may  I  express  my  appreciation  of  the  valued 
co-operation  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr,  Mary  Hague 
and  the  support  of  all  members  of  the  staff,  who  have  helped  to 

carry  out  the  work  of  this  Department  successfully  during  the 
past  year. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  G.  H.  RICE, 
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